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In December, 1788, Francis Hopkinson, of Philadelphia, sent to his frien'd, .

George Washington, at Mount Vernon, a volume containing eight original musical
compositions. At the conclusion of the quaint and courtly letter of dedication which
accompanied the music, he said: ' '

“However small the feputation may be. that I shall derive from, this work, I can-
not, I believe, be refused the credit of béing the first native of the. United States
who has produced a musical composition. If the attempt should not be too severe-
ly treated, others may be cncouraged to venture on the path yet untrodden in Amer-
ica, and the arts in succession will take root and flourish amongst us)’

General Washington's reply is reproduced in fac simile on the following page.

Francis Hopkinson, who could thus justly lay claim to the honor of being the
first American composer, was one of the notable men of that time. A signer of the
Declaration of Independence, a member of the Convention of 1787 which formulat-
ed the Constitution of the United States, first Judge of the Admiralty Court in
Pennsylvania, author of political pamphlets and satirical poems which were spread

broadcast throughout the land and which exercised a powerful influegce in mould-

ing public opinion, intimate friend of George Washington, Benjamin Franklin and
Thomas Jefferson, he yet found time not only to compose music, but also to or-
ganize concerts in his native city, Philadelphia, where he was one of the leading
patrons of the arts, to play tastefully upon both the organ and the harpsichord,
and to invent and perfect a new method of quilling the harpsichord, - which last
achievement might have brought him additional fame and fortune but for the fact
that the harpsichord was superceded within a few years by a new instrument
known as the ‘pianoforte.’

Francis Hopkinsons first song, “My Days Have Been So Wondrous Free)
was written in 1759 but was never published. This song is the.first musical com-
position ever written in America by an American. The exact date of the compo-
sition of the other songs in the present volume is uncertain.

They have lain forgotten and unsung for more than a century. None of them
was written out in complete form by the composer and they have never before
been put into modern harmony and notation. Besides supplying a suitable accom-
paniment, it has been found necessary to alter the outline of the melodies at
several points, as many of the phrases were distinctly unvocal, and the range
of the notes was frequently too great for any but phenomenal voices. In ampli-
fying and rearranging the compositions I have endeavored to keep within the
bounds of that simplicity which is a characteristic of the originals.

I wish to acknowledge gratefully my indebtedness to the historical research-
es of Mr. Oscar G. Sonneck, and to the courtesy of members of the Hopkinson
family, notably Mrs. Florence Scovill Shinn and Mr. Edward Hopkinson.

HAROLD VINCENT MILLIGAN
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